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Zhou Chun Ying 60 is retired. She looks after her grand-daughter Han Lin, 2 in Quixa, Shandong province whilst her parents work 

in the factories 70 km away. Han Lin’s father, Yan Wei  ( Ying’s son works in a chemical factory whilst her mother, Lin Chun Mei, the 

daughter-in-law works in a factory producing medical curtains.

“I have more pressure than my son: 
I have to look after my parents as well as 
my grandchild and help pay for my son’s 

apartment in Yentai “

“My generation are more pressured than our children”

Ying, the grandmother says: “Most of my friends look after their grandchildren like me. My son and daugh-
ter-in-law come back every fortnight and every time they go my granddaughter calls out: “I miss my mum!” 
but in the cities, both parents need to work – sometimes away – because it is too expensive to live.

We are lucky, my son doesn’t work too far away. One family I know, the mother works in Jinan and she only 
sees her baby twice a year. 

I only have one son and  could have had more children back then – before the policy -  but didn’t have the 
time or money and ironically, most parents think the same now.

I have more pressure than my son: I have to look after my parents as well as my grandchild and help pay for 
my son’s apartment in Yentai . There is a bigger burden of care on my generation: we are looking after three 
generations, if you include ourselves. The good thing is that this is a second opportunity for me to be a par-
ent. I am very close to Lin – even after two days without her, I miss her. 

Lin’s mother says, “”I especially miss my daughter when I get back home after sewing curtains.  I call her 
then, or think of good times like the first time she called me mother and I cried - it makes me feel warm. 

I agree with the one child policy – one child is enough. I want to put everything I have into her, so that she 
goes to university when she grows up but somewhere close by, so I can see her all the time. 

We can’t work locally, the best jobs are in the developing zone. I can’t wait for when she is three and she 
can move back in with us and go to kindergarten but I also worry our bond will be weaker then and she will 
miss her grand-mother but I can’t think about it too much, because I have no choice. “
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Huang Jen, a soldier, 24 and his wife Ha Ping, also 24 have a daughter Huang She, 2. They live on the banks of the River Li, in Fulli 

Town Village, Guangxi province.

“I feel lucky I have a girl – it means I can 
have another child.”

“My husband works away as a soldier in Haman Province and I stay at home with his parents to work on the 
farm” says Ping, who has just got back from getting supplies in Yangshuo, the nearest town, a trip which 
means crossing the river on a raft. “ Because a girl was our first born, we could try for another one in two 
years time (parents have to leave a four year gap before trying) and I think we will. A boy baby is preferred 
in China but I feel lucky to have had a girl, so that now we don’t have to pay to have another and even if it’s 
a girl again, my daughter will have a sibling. 

 I have had friends who have sold their water buffalo to pay for another child. Your water buffalo is your 
livelihood as a farmer. We earn around 60 yuan for a day’s work on the farm (around £6)  and a water buffalo 
costs around 6000 yuan (£600) – so it’s a lot of money to us.”
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The mother: Zhao juan, The grandmother : Wang Li Hua, The Son: Liu Tong

( names have been changed)

Tong is 5 years old, his grand mother , 82, works on a farm and his mother, 35, in the tourist industry. The day we took this picture 

was the first day his grand mother had been on a boat and his first day in the town. He comes from a rural family. Traditionally it 

has always been very important to have a boy to work on the farm but things are changing.

The mother: Zhao juan

 “Of course we are happy to have a son - in rural 
communities a son is still preferred, but that is just 
tradition and it is not as important as it was in the 
80s or even the 90s. 

 It used to be because they could tend on the farm, but farming communities around Yangshuo where we live are dying out now 

because of tourism  and the work is hard and doesn’t pay well, so we hope that our son will get a good job in the city- perhaps in 

one of the factories in Guangdong.

33



3534

Www.louisquail.com

©Louis Quail 

+44(0) 7958 542437

http://louisquail.wordpress.com
www.facebook.com/louis.quail.photographer

Words : Katy Regan ©
katy.regan1@virginmedia.com

35



36 37

Wang Ying Chen, 7, Beijing.Du Jing Peng, 5 photographed at Splendid China theme park,  Shenzhen. 



Chen Qianlei,40, helping his son , Chen Dingqi , 7, with his home work .
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